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Letter from the Financial Aid Office 

 

You, as the student, are required to read and understand the rights and responsibilities contained in the PPSC 
Financial Aid Student Handbook. 

At Pikes Peak State College (PPSC), financial aid is available in the form of grants, loans, work-study, and 
scholarships. The purpose of financial aid is to assist the student in meeting their educational costs using federal, 
state, and institutional resources. Due to limited student aid funding, PPSC is unable to meet the full 
demonstrated financial need of most students. Financial Aid is NOT intended to directly provide money for living 
expenses; but to assist the student in paying for their tuition, fees, books, supplies, transportation, and 
miscellaneous expenses such as laundry and personal care items. 

The financial aid staff at Pikes Peak State College are committed to student success. We are here to help you 
and answer questions at any time in the financial aid process. For the convenience of our students, Enrollment 
Services Centers are located at all our campuses. For one-on-one assistance and a review of unusual 
circumstances, our Financial Aid Advisors are available by drop-in at the Centennial Campus. You can also drop-
in via video or by phone through your Navigate account. 

This guide has been designed to assist you in understanding the process of financial aid, your responsibilities, 
and to explain the different aid programs you may be eligible to receive. Everything you need to know from 
verification to awarding is covered in this handbook. 

An important note: Due to federal regulations, policy changes occur each year. Therefore, even continuing 
students must review this guide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        Pikes Peak State College Financial Aid Office  

5675 South Academy Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 

719.502.3000: Phone  
719.502.2074: Fax  

financialaid@pikespeak.edu: Email  

mailto:financialaid@pikespeak.edu
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2025- 2026 PPSC Timelines 
 
 

 

 

 

Timeframe  Process   
 

December 2024 – June 30, 2026 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) available for the 2025- 
2026 Academic Year, which will consider eligibility for Fall 2025, Spring 
2026, & Summer 2026. The last day to complete it will be June 30, 2067. 

 
 

June 30, 2025 – June 30, 2026 

 
PPSC reviews the application for common errors and requests any 
documentation necessary for the completion of verification. Applications 
selected for verification are commonly asked to provide copies of tax 
transcripts, verification worksheets and any other documentation that 
will clarify the information that the student provided on the FAFSA. For 
more information about the verification process, please refer to the 
section regarding verification.  

 
 

June 2025 – June 30, 2026 

 
Continuous awarding for the 2025- 2026 Academic Year.  
 
Students should continue to check student assigned email for 
notifications from our office. 

 
 

March 31, 2025 

 
PPSC’s Priority Deadline – Funds such as Colorado Student Grant, Federal 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant, and Work-Study may be 
limited if application is completed after this date. 

 
September 2025 – June 30, 2026 

 
Financial Aid disburses into students’ account based on the enrollment, 
eligibility, and disbursement timelines. You will receive a financial aid 
refund if there is any money left over after all charges have been 
covered. You will receive an email from Bank Mobile explaining how to 
choose your refund preference OR you can visit BankMobileVibe.com. 
 

 
October 1, 2025* 

 
FAFSA may be completed for the 2026-2027 Aid Year; Fall 2026, Spring 
2027, & Summer 2027. Application will close June 30, 2027. 
*Subject to change based on Department of Education Release  

 
March 2026  

 
Summer Registration opens! Registering for summer 2026 classes will 
prompt the Financial Aid office to manually award aid to students. If you 
attend Fall/Spring, you will not be awarded aid until after you have 
registered for summer classes. Summer loans must be requested. 

http://bankmobilevibe.com/
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2025- 2026 PPSC Financial Aid Semester Timeline 
 

Fall 2025 (202620) 

• March 11, 2025 – Fall Registration opens. 
• August 18, 2025 – Fall Classes begin. 
• August 27, 2025 - Financial Aid Appeal Deadline (Fall Semester) 
• September 03, 2025 - Drop Date (15-week session) 
• September 08, 2025 - First PPSC Financial Aid Disbursement 
• November 13, 2025 - Withdraw Date (15-week session) 
• November 21, 2025 – Last day to submit requested documents for the semester. 
• December 07, 2025 – Fall Semester Ends  

 

Spring 2025 (202630) 

• October 27, 2025 – Spring Registration opens.  
• January 20, 2026 – Spring Classes begin. 
• January 28, 2026 – Financial Aid Appeal Deadline (Spring Semester) 
• February 04, 2026 - Drop Date (15-week session)  
• February 09, 2026 - First PPSC Financial Aid Disbursement  
• April 16, 2026 - Withdraw Date (15-week session) 
• April 27, 2026 – Last day to submit requested documents for the semester.  
• May 11, 2026 – Spring Semester Ends 

 

Summer 2026 (202710) 

• March 09, 2026 – Summer Registration opens.  
• May 26, 2026 – Summer Classes begin. 
• May 28, 2026 – Financial Aid Appeal Deadline (Summer Semester)  
• June 04, 2026 - Drop Date (10-week session) 
• June 08, 2026 - First PPSC Financial Aid Disbursement 
• June 20, 2026 – Last day for PPSC to make corrections to 2025- 2026 files.  
• June 30, 2026 – 2025- 2026 FAFSA application closes  
• July 17, 2026 – Last day to submit requested documents for the semester. 
• July 21, 2026 - Withdraw Date (10-week session) 
• August 02, 2026 – Summer Semester Ends 

 
 
 
 

** Withdraw Dates are based on 15-week fall and spring semester, and 10- week summer semester. Students 
can locate their specific drop date via their detailed student schedule on the MyPikesPeak portal. 

https://myportal.cccs.edu/ppcc
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Completing the 2025- 2026 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 

 

 

Step 1 — Application 
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at Home | Federal Student Aid 

• Apply for a Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) at Create Account | Federal Student Aid 
• School Code - Enter the Pikes Peak State College School code: 008896. 

 
If you are a dependent student, you will need to provide information on your legal parent; determine who is 
considered your parent. Please note, your parent will also need to create an FSA ID.   
 
Students who meet one of the conditions below will be considered independent and do not have to provide 
parental information on the FAFSA for 2025- 2026 but may be required to add their spouse as a contributor to 
the application.  
 

• Students who were born before January 1, 2002. 
• Students who are veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
• Students who are active-duty military for purposes other than training. 
• Students who were deemed an unaccompanied youth by their high school liaison. 
• Students who are orphaned or who were wards of the court after the age of thirteen. 
• Students who were an emancipated minor as determined by a court before age 18. 
• Students who have legal dependents other than a spouse. 
• Students who are in a master’s degree program, graduate, or professional degree program. 
• Students who are married. 

 
Students with unusual circumstances who are unable to provide parental information will need to speak to a 
financial aid advisor to determine what, if any, documentation will be needed.  
 
Students can drop-in to see a financial aid advisor Monday – Friday at the Centennial Campus or phone from 
9:00am – 4:00pm & Monday – Thursday at the Downtown Studio Campus via Navigate 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

https://studentaid.gov/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://studentaid.gov/help/who-is-parent
https://studentaid.gov/help/who-is-parent
https://ppcc.navigate.eab.com/app/#/authentication/remote/
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Completing the 2025- 2026 FAFSA (continued) 
 
 
 
 
Contributors 
 
“Contributor” refers to anyone who is required to provide information, consent, and approval, and a signature 
on the FAFSA form. Beginning with the 2025-25 FAFSA, each contributor will complete their own section of the 
form. The FAFSA form is organized by contributor, each section consisting of a group of questions and 
instructions pertaining to that contributor. 
 
Each person who provides data in the online FAFSA form must have an account username and password to 
access the form. In the past, a Social Security number (SSN) was required to create a StudentAid.gov account. 
Starting with the 2025–25 award year, all individuals—even those without an SSN—can create a StudentAid.gov 
account. Persons with an SSN will still have their information verified by the Social Security Administration (SSA), 
while those without an SSN will use the new verification process.  
 
Users who create a StudentAid.gov account without an SSN will be required to complete a knowledge-based 
identity verification process with TransUnion® to verify their identity and provide login credentials. The 
student (if a citizen of one of the Freely Associated States), student’s spouse, parent, or parent spouse/partner 
are sent through the TransUnion® process when they do not have an SSN and check the “I don’t have an SSN” 
box during the account creation process. They will be asked to provide additional information to confirm their 
identity. 
 
Federal Tax Information (FTI) 
 
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and Federal Student Aid (FSA) worked together to develop the FUTURE Act 
Direct Data Exchange (FA-DDX) solution, which establishes a secure connection between both agencies 
through an application programming interface that will process requests in near-real time. The FA-DDX 
replaces the IRS Data Retrieval Tool (IRS-DRT) and will be used beginning with the 2025-25 award year to 
import certain FTI into an applicant’s FAFSA form. 

Consent and Approval 

The student and each contributor to the FAFSA form must provide consent and approval to the access, 
disclosure, and use of FTI in evaluating the applicant’s eligibility for Title IV aid. Consent and approval are 
required regardless of the application method (online or paper). If the student, spouse, or parent fails to 
provide consent, the student is not eligible for Title IV aid; there are no exceptions to this rule as of the 
publishing of this document.  
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Completing the 2025- 2026 FAFSA (continued) 
 
Step 2 — What You Should Expect 

From the Federal Student Aid Center 
• Check your email. 

o You will receive an email of the confirmation page. 
• Track the status of your form.  

o Login into  Federal Student Aid and select your FAFSA submission from the My Activity section 
of your account Dashboard.  
 Draft—you have started your FAFSA form but have not completed your required 

sections. 
 In Progress—you have completed your required sections of the FAFSA form but have 

not submitted the form. 
 Action Required—you have completed your required sections but there was an error, 

and a correction is needed. This may include missing consent and approval and/or a 
signature. 

 In Review—your form was submitted but has not been processed yet. 
 Processed—your FAFSA form was processed successfully with no errors. 
 Closed—your FAFSA form was started but was not submitted before the deadline. 

 
From Pikes Peak State College Financial Aid Office 
• Financial Aid Student Handbook – The handbook you are currently reading. 
• Missing Information Notification —You will receive notification of any requirements you need to 

complete which may include verification documentation. Turn to page 10 for more information. 
• Award offer notification – received via college assigned email and personal email directing you to 

review your award on your portal.  
o Review walkthrough videos on financial aid, advising and more.  

 
Step 3 – Financial Aid Offer 
After receiving your FAFSA, providing the PPSC Financial Aid Office with all requested documents, and 
completing verification, a financial aid offer will be emailed to your college assigned email address and will be 
visible on your portal. 
 
Your financial aid award in your portal is a detailed account of the amounts of financial aid that you are eligible 
to receive for the financial aid year.  
 
The awards are split between the Fall semester and the following Spring semester, and based on full-time 
enrollment and will pro-rate based on what you are enrolled in. The types of financial aid that you may see in 
your award notification are: (you can find more in-depth information on each award on page 14) 

• Federal Pell Grant 
• Colorado Student Grant (CSG) 
• Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
• Work-Study 
• Federal Direct Loans 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in
https://www.pikespeak.edu/admissions/orientation/student-videos.php
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Special or Unusual Circumstances 
 

Special Circumstances refers to the process of reviewing and making manual income adjustments to your 
financial aid application when you, your spouse, or your parents (for dependent students only) experience a 
special circumstance that results in an unusual decrease in income from what was reported on your FAFSA. 
 
Special Circumstances that may be considered are as follows: 

• Job loss/change/reduction of hours worked due to unforeseen circumstances. 
• Loss or reduction of taxable social security benefits. 
• Loss, reduction, or change in child support/alimony received or paid. 
• Divorce/separation/death of a spouse after filing the FAFSA. 
• Adjustments to parent income for non-discretionary medical/dental/disability expenses paid during 

the tax year that exceed 11% of your or your family’s discretionary income. 
• Other special circumstances causing a loss in income that differentiate you as an individual/family from 

the average student population.  
 
Unusual Circumstances refer to the conditions that justify an aid administrator making an adjustment to a 
student’s dependency status based on a unique situation (e.g., human trafficking, refugee or asylee status, 
parental abuse or abandonment, incarceration), more commonly referred to as a dependency override. 

Unusual circumstances do not include: 
• Parents refuse to contribute to the student’s education. 
• Parents will not provide information for the FAFSA or verification. 
• Parents do not claim the student as a dependent for income tax purposes. 
• Student demonstrates total self-sufficiency. 

Homeless Youth Determinations 

A student is considered homeless if they lack fixed, regular, and adequate housing. This is broader than just 
living “on the street.” It includes but is not limited to: 

• Youth sharing housing with other people temporarily because they had nowhere else to go. 
• Youth living in emergency or transitional shelters, for example, trailers provided by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency after disasters. 
• Youth living in motels, campgrounds, cars, parks, abandoned buildings, bus or train stations, 

substandard housing, or any public or private place not designed for humans to live in. 
• Youth living in the school dormitory if they would otherwise be homeless; and 
• Youth who are migrants qualify homelessness. 

You will want to meet with an advisor for any of the above situations in-person at the Centennial Campus, by 
phone, or virtually via Navigate. Drop-in hours are Monday – Friday & Monday – Thursday at Downtown 
Studio Campus. PPSC requires that students meet with a financial aid advisor prior to submitting any 
documentation. 

 

https://ppcc.navigate.eab.com/app/#/authentication/remote/
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Selected for Verification 
 
What to do if selected? 
The U.S. Department of Education (ED) randomly selects financial aid applicants to complete a process called 
verification. This process is used to check the accuracy of information the student gave when applying for 
federal financial aid. The Financial Aid Office will notify students who are selected by The Department of 
Education via email. 
 
Items Subject to Verification (include, but not limited to): 

• Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) 
• Income earned from work. 
• U.S. taxes paid. 
• Untaxed portions of IRA Distributions  
• Untaxed portions of pensions 
• IRA deductions and payments  
• Tax exempt interest income.  
• Education Credits  
• Foreign income exempts from federal taxation 
• Family Size  
• Identity 
• Additional documentation may be requested via email if conflicting or missing information is found in 

the student’s record. You can also see your requested documents on PPSC’s Portal; under “Financial 
Aid Requirements.” 
 

As a reminder, taxes will be required in rare cases as the student and each contributor to the FAFSA form must 
provide consent and approval to the access, disclosure, and use of FTI in evaluating the applicant’s eligibility 
for Title IV aid. Consent and approval are required regardless of the application method (online or paper). If 
the student, spouse, or parent fails to provide consent, the student is not eligible for Title IV aid; there are 
no exceptions to this rule as of the publishing of this document.  

If you are required to provide a Tax Return Transcript to PPSC, you may submitted a signed copy of your 
Federal Tax Return and relevant schedules or, you can request a copy of your Tax Return Transcript for free 
from the IRS online at https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript.  

Non-filers  
Contributors that were not required to file a return must provide an IRS Verification of Non-filing and a Wage 
and Income Transcript (W2). These can both be requested for free from the IRS online at 
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript.  
 
Foreign Tax Returns  
If you and/or your parent(s) filed a tax return using something other than a common IRS form, such as a 
foreign or Puerto Rican tax form, you need to report on the FAFSA the amounts (converted to U.S. dollars) 
from the lines of the form that correspond most closely to those on the common IRS form. 
 

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/get-transcript
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Packaging Policy  
 

PPSC awards most funds on a First Come, First-Serve model. This means that we award students in the order 
in which applications are received. 
 
PPSC awards all financial aid at full-time status, which is twelve or more credit hours per semester (including 
the summer semester). If a student takes less than 12 credits, their award disbursement may be prorated. All 
awards are based on student eligibility and enrollment intensity. Enrollment intensity refers to the percentage 
of full-time enrollment at which a student is enrolled. It is calculated by dividing the number of credit hours a 
student is enrolled in by the total full-time credit hours (in PPSC case 12 credits) and multiplying by 100%.  
(ex. if you are enrolled in 10 Pell eligible credits, your intensity would be 10/12 or 83%. Your disbursements 
would be 83% of your semester award.  

Type of Aid Full-Time 
12+ Credit 

Hours  

Three-Quarters 
9-11 Credit Hours  

Half-Time 
6-8 Credit Hours  

Less Than Half-Time 
5 Credit Hours or 

Less  
 

Federal Pell Grant 
 

100% of 
award offer 

 
Based on enrollment, 
between 92% and 
75% 

 
Based on enrollment, 
between 67% and 
50% 

 
Based on SAI and 
enrollment, 
between 21% and 
4%  

 
Colorado Student Grant 

 
Receive 
100% of 

award offer 

 
Receive 75% of award 
offer 

 
Receive 50% of award 
offer 

 
NOT Eligible for this 
award 

Federal Supplemental 
Educational Opportunity 

Grant 

 
Receive 
100% of 

award offer 

 
Receive 75% of award 
offer 

 
Receive 50% of award 
offer 

 
NOT Eligible for this 
award 

 
Work-Study 

 
Eligible to 

work  

 
Eligible to work 

 
Eligible to work 

 
NOT Eligible for this 
award  

 
Subsidized Loan & 
Unsubsidized Loan 

 
Eligible to 
Receive 
100% of 
accepted 

award offer  

 
Eligible to Receive 
100% of accepted 
award offer 

 
Eligible to Receive 
100% of accepted 
award offer 

 
NOT Eligible for this 
award  

** Awards are subject to changes  
IMPORTANT: Students should only enroll in classes that are required for their program of study. 

Taking classes that are not required may result in you owing financial aid back to the college. 

 

 

Subsidized, Unsubsidized and PLUS loans are subject to a loan origination fee, set by the 
Department of Education.  



12 
 

Why have my awards changed? 
 
 

Changes in funding 
Your financial aid award is based on projected funding from federal, state, and institutional sources. If 
the projected funding is more (or less) than the actual funding available, your financial aid award(s) will 
be adjusted to reflect these changes. 

Changes in federal and/or state regulations 
All federal and state-funded programs are subject to change at any time because of legislative action. If 
there are changes which impact on your eligibility, your financial aid award(s) will be adjusted to reflect 
these changes. 

Receiving financial assistance from other sources  
If you receive any additional funds from outside sources, including scholarships that were not included 
on your financial aid award notification, please contact our office as soon as possible so we can include 
the funds in your award offer. Students are required by federal regulations to notify the financial aid 
office of all outside scholarships. If the amount of funding from the outside source changes from what 
is listed on your award, please contact our office immediately so we can adjust your award accordingly. 

Completion of Verification/Special/Unusual Circumstances   
If you are selected for verification, you must submit additional documentation to determine your 
financial aid eligibility. Once the verification and/or special/unusual circumstance has process is 
complete, your awards may be revised to reflect your correct eligibility. Students who fail to complete 
the verification process will not receive the financial aid funds provided on their initial award 
notification.  

Updates to enrollment  
The amount of your financial aid award depends on the number of credit hours you are taking. Your 
initial award is prepared based on full-time and will prorate based on enrollment. Adding, dropping, 
and/or withdrawing from courses will have an impact to your financial aid. Please contact our office 
anytime you make or plan to make changes to your schedule.  
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PPSC 2025- 2026 Student Budget 
The Colorado Community College System accepts the responsibility for developing realistic student cost 
allowances, which are based upon the Colorado Department of Higher Education (CDHE) survey/guidelines. 
Each budget that is established for student cost allowances seeks to reflect an accurate cost of living and 
direct educational cost estimates. PPSC will adjust budgets yearly to remain within the budget parameters 
established by the CDHE. 

This is not an actual representation of each of these costs, just an estimate for Financial Aid awarding 
purposes based on CDHE survey/guidelines. Based on a 9-month budget (fall and spring). 

 Resident Away  Resident at Home  Non- Resident Away  Non-Resident at Home   

Book 
 

$1,460 $1,460 $1,460 $1,460 

Food $4,491 $2,835 $4,491 $2,835 

Fees  $460 $460 $460 $460 

Loan Fees $36 $36 $36 $36 

Medical $3,150 $3,150 $3,150 $3,150 

Personal  $1,7528 $1,629 $1,728 $1,629 

Housing $13,167 $9,378 $13,167 $9,378 

Transportation  $1,512 $1,512 $1,512 $1,512 

Tuition  $4,200 $4,200 $17,240 $17,240 
Total  $30,204 $24,660 $43,244 $37,700 

 

 Resident Nursing Away   CO Resident Military  
Book $1,460 $1,460 

Food $4,491 $4,491 
Fees  $460 $460 

Loan Fees $36 $36 
Medical $3,150 $3,150 
Personal  $1,728 $1,728 
Housing $13,167 $0.00 

Transportation  $1,512 $1,512 
Tuition  $6,318 $4,200 
Total  $32,322 $17,037 
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Types of Financial Aid - Grants 
 

Federal Pell Grant 
 
A need-based grant provided to low-income undergraduate students that does not have to be paid back**. 
The amount depends on your financial need determined by the Student Aid Index (SAI) which is calculated 
from the FAFSA. 
  

Beginning with the 2024-25 academic year, each student’s scheduled Pell Award is: 
 Maximum Pell Grant, based on set criteria  
 Minimum Pell Grant, based on set criteria  
 Calculated Pell Grant, based on SAI (Calculated Pell = Max Pell – SAI) 

 
Pell Grant Lifetime Eligibility used – The amount of Federal Pell Grant funds a student may receive over 
his/her lifetime is limited by Federal law to be the equivalent of six years of Pell Grant Funding. Since the 
maximum amount of Pell Grant funding a student can receive each year is equal to 100%, the six-year 
equivalent is 600%. Therefore, once you have reached 600%, you will not be eligible for Pell Grant funds at any 
school you attend.  

 
Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 
This grant is a first-come, first-serve fund available to non-resident PPSC students with exceptional financial 
need (as determined by the SAI from FAFSA) and are attending at least six credit hours or more. 

SAI between -1500 and 0   
 
** Students may be required to pay federal grant funds back to PPSC in Return of Title IV situations. 
 
Colorado Student Grant (CSG) 
This grant is a first-come, first-serve fund available to Colorado residents who demonstrate financial need 
(determined by the SAI from FAFSA) and are attending at least 6 credit hours. 

SAI must be between -1500 and 7000 
 
 

The College accepts the Federal Need Analysis Methodology as a fair and equitable means of determining the 
student’s or the family’s ability to contribute to the student’s educational expenses. 
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Types of Financial Aid - Work-Study 
 

The term “work-study” refers to part-time employment. These part-time student employment opportunities 
are both on and off campus, and all work-study positions are created to offer actual job experience and grow 
your employability skills for future employment after graduation. 
 
All college student employment awards are based upon the availability of funds and may be revised during the 
school year without prior notice. In that event, every reasonable effort, through student loans, non-student 
employment jobs, etc., will be made available to assist students for the remainder of the year.  
 

• Federal Work-Study 
o Federal funds that are awarded first-come, first-serve to students to assist with their college 

financing through part-time campus employment. Require student to demonstrate financial 
need through the SAI from FAFSA. 

 
• Colorado Work-Study 

o State funds that are awarded first-come, first-serve to assist Colorado residents only with their 
college financing through part-time campus employment. Require student to demonstrate 
financial need through the SAI from FAFSA. 

 
• Colorado Work-Study No-Need (without Regard to Need) 

o Same as the regular Colorado Work-Study, though it does not require student to demonstrate 
financial need through SAI from the FAFSA. 

 
To accept work-study, students must set up an account on Handshake to search and apply for jobs. 

 
Each student who accepts employment through the work-study program is expected to know and abide by the 
following policies and procedures: 

• A student should clearly understand his/her duties and responsibilities, as defined by the supervisor. 
Students will be held accountable for maintaining established days and hours of work. 

• If a student is ill or unable to report to work, they need to contact the supervisor in advance to notify 
him/her of illness, and/or to rearrange work hours. 

• When at work, it is inappropriate to have friends visit or to make personal phone calls. 
• Students are to dress appropriately when reporting on their working assignment. 
• Student’s complete time sheets for their supervisor. The supervisor must submit each student’s work-

study time sheet electronically in accordance with their deadlines. Electronic time sheets must be 
electronically approved by the designated supervisor (or proxy) and must accurately represent hours 
worked during that time. Falsification of a time sheet will be reported to the Federal Office of the 
Inspector General for prosecution. Students are not allowed to work past their award. 

• All students are paid bi-weekly on Fridays via direct deposit. Students may work up to 20 hours per 
week while classes are in session, 28 hours during breaks. Studies show that working 15 hours per 
week yields the best academic performance. 

 

https://app.joinhandshake.com/login?requested_authentication_method=standard
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Types of Financial Aid - Student Loans  
 
All Colorado Community Colleges participate in the William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program, which includes 
the Direct Subsidized Loan, the Direct Unsubsidized Loan, and the Direct PLUS Loan for Parents. Eligibility for 
these loans requires students to be enrolled in an eligible program at least half time and maintain Satisfactory 
Academic Progress. 
 
Student loans are a supplement to other federal, state, institutional and private student financial aid 
programs, and you must pay them back, with interest, regardless of degree completion, inability to find 
employment, or dissatisfaction with the education received. 

Students at PPSC are only initially offered the base amount of student loan: $3,500 for 1st year or $4,500 for 2nd 
year (students who have earned 30 credit hours or more), whether it is subsidized or unsubsidized and is based 
on documented need. Students with 60+ earned credit hours AND matriculated into one of PPSC’s bachelor’s 
programs may be offered up to $5,500 in base loan funds. 
 
Students who are classified as freshman or sophomore are students who are matriculated into an associate’s 
degree program (or some one-year or less certificates). They are taking courses numbered in the 1000-2000 
range (or old course numbering of 100-200). Junior and senior students are matriculated into a bachelor’s 
degree program and are taking courses numbered in the 3000-4000 range (old course numbering 300-400). 
 

** Students may be required to pay these funds back to PPSC in Return of Title IV situations.  
 
If you wish to apply for a Federal Direct Student Loan 

• You must first complete the FAFSA and all verification or other items, if necessary, and be awarded.  
• You can accept the amount offered or less (or even decline entirely) on the PPSC Portal via the Financial 

Aid Card and selecting Accept Your Award and following the links, accepting your Terms and Conditions, 
and reviewing your Financial Aid Award tab. 

• All first-time student loan borrowers must complete these additional steps, prior to the disbursement 
of loan funds. Loans for first-time borrowers will not be disbursed until classes have been in session 
for at least 30 days.  
  

o Student Loan Entrance Counseling  
 To be completed on Federal Student Aid at https://studentaid.gov/entrance-counseling/  

 
o Complete your Master Promissory Note (MPN) 

  To be completed on Federal Student Aid at https://studentaid.gov/mpn/. 

A Master Promissory Note (MPN) is a legal document that states the terms and conditions under which 
you agree to repay the loan. You must sign in with the FSA ID that you created to complete the FAFSA 
to access your account and complete your MPN. 

 
**Subsidized, Unsubsidized and PLUS loans are subject to a loan origination fee, set by the Department of 

Education. 

https://studentaid.gov/entrance-counseling/
https://studentaid.gov/mpn/
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Types of Financial Aid - Student Loans (continued) 
 

Federal Direct Subsidized Loan 
Only offered to students who demonstrate need, which is determined through the FAFSA. Subsidized loans are 
need-based and available to help meet financial need. This loan does not accrue interest while you are 
enrolled in school at least half-time. Students are required to pay this loan back. 
 

Federal Direct Unsubsidized Loan 
Not based on financial need. This loan is available if your budgeted Cost of Attendance (COA) is more than 
what you have already been offered in aid. Interest is charged on this loan from the time it is disbursed, up 
until it is paid in full. Students are required to pay this loan back. 
 
The cumulative loan limit for an undergraduate degree program for an independent student is $57,500; for a 
dependent student is $31,000. 
 
Students are required to be enrolled at half-time status, in courses required for their program and meet the 
College’s Satisfactory Academic Progress Standards to be eligible for student loans. 
 
 
Students must begin repaying the loan at a fixed rate six months after graduating, leaving school, or enrollment 
drops to less than half time. Your loan will accrue interest during this grace period. 
 
Loan Increase Request 
You can request additional loans via a loan adjustment form  

• After you have completed your file.  
• Have been awarded and accepted the base amount in the PPSC Portal, or 
• You are wanting summer loan monies  

 
Additional loans are Direct Unsubsidized Loans (up to $7000 per academic year based on dependency and 
program limitations).  
 
Federal Direct PLUS Loan for Parents 
Parents of dependent undergraduate students can borrow a PLUS loan to pay for educational expenses at 
PPSC if their student is enrolled at least half-time, in an eligible degree program, and meets and maintains the 
College’s Satisfactory Academic Progress Standards.  
 
How to apply for a PLUS Loan 
Parents of dependent undergraduate students can borrow a PLUS loan to pay for educational expenses at PPSC. 
The following steps must be completed: 

• The student must first complete the FAFSA form (and all verification or other items, if necessary). 
• The parent must complete the credit check and Mater Promissory Note at https://studentaid.gov. 
• The parent must complete and submit the Parent PLUS Loan Request Form to the Financial Aid Office. 

https://apps.pikespeak.edu/sign/FinAid/LoanIncrease
http://studentaid.gov/
https://cccs.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/PPCC-FinancialAidOffice/Shared%20Documents/Finaid/Consumer%20Information/Forms/2025-2026%20Forms/LOANS/2526%20PLUS%20Loan%20Request%20(fillable).pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=vPeTcW
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Financial Literacy 
 

Loan Default 

Pikes Peak State College takes pride in educating students about the importance of Financial Literacy including 
loan repayment and prevention of Loan Default. If you do not make your loan payments, you can go into loan 
default after being delinquent for 270 days or more. Defaulting on your student loan can have several serious 
consequences including: 

• The national credit bureaus are notified and your credit rating will be affected. 
• The Internal Revenue Service can withhold your tax refund. 
• Your wages can be garnished. 
• You will be ineligible to receive federal or state aid if you return to college. 

 

Be aware: Student loans are generally NOT dischargeable in bankruptcy! 

In an effort to decrease the number of student loan defaults, PPSC has implemented the following student 
loan policies for students who take out Direct Loans:  

• Students who are on Warning Status, Probation Status, Ineligible Status, planning to graduate, drop 
below half-time status (6 credit hours), or cease attendance might be required to meet with a financial 
aid advisor. 

• Loan recipients will be required to complete Loan Exit Counseling upon leaving PPSC or dropping below 
half-time status to learn about repayment and deferment information regarding the loan. 
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Sample Loan Repayment Schedule  
 

Once you graduate, drop below half-time enrollment, or leave school, if you have a Direct Subsidized or Direct 
Unsubsidized student loan, you have a six-month grace period before you are required to start making regular 
payments. The U.S. Department of Education offers borrowers several loan repayment options. You can pick 
from repayment plans that give you a fixed monthly payment (i.e., standard, graduated, extended plans) over 
a set repayment period based on how much you owe and your interest rate, or repayment plans that base 
your monthly payment on your income. Repayment plans based on your income (i.e., SAVE, PAYE, IBR, ICR 
plans) are a smart choice to lower your payment. For example, monthly payments on the Saving on a Valuable 
Education (SAVE) Plan (formerly the REPAYE plan) are no more than 10% of your discretionary income. The 
lower your income—or the larger your family size—the less you will pay each month. 
 
Read about student loan repayment plans at the Department of Education website:  
 
Repayment Plans | Federal Student Aid We encourage you to calculate and compare your own projected loan 
repayment by utilizing Calculate Your Federal Student Loan Repayment Options with Loan Simulator   
 

Seeking forgiveness under Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF)? The PSLF Program forgives the remaining 
balance on your Direct Loans after you’ve satisfied the equivalent of 120 qualifying monthly payments (10 
years) under an IDR plan while working full-time for an eligible employer. 

 
If you encounter financial hardship and making payments becomes difficult, contact your loan servicer 
immediately. By taking early action, your loan servicer might be able to help you avoid default. Some options 
available include: 

• Deferment (postpone monthly payments) 
• Forbearance (reduce or delay payments) 
• Forgiveness (eliminates the obligation to repay all or part of the loan - primarily granted for permanent 

or total disability or death) 
• Change the repayment plan to an Income-Based, Income-Contingent or Graduated Repayment plan 
• Consolidate multiple loans into a single Direct Consolidation Loan  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/save-plan
https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/save-plan
https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/repayment/plans
https://studentaid.gov/loan-simulator/
https://studentaid.gov/manage-loans/forgiveness-cancellation/public-service
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Scholarships  
Scholarships at PPSC 

Generous donations to the PPSC Foundation fund more than 60 scholarship opportunities each year to help 
make college more affordable. This year the Foundation will award more than $1,200,000 in scholarships to 
PPSC students. Scholarships help pay for tuition and fees and some also cover books and other costs of 
attending. There are scholarships available that will help you all the way to graduation with your associate 
degree, and even possibly your bachelor’s degree.  
 
Please check the website for the most updated information on application dates.  
 
How to apply 
Step 1: Make sure you are registered as a student at PPSC.  
If you are not yet registered as a student, go to PikesPeak.edu and click the red “Apply” button on the right of 
the page to get started. 
 
Step 2: Go to PikesPeak.edu 

• Click “myPikesPeak Portal Login” to sign into your student portal. 
• Click the “Student” tab 
• Click the “Scholarship Management” link  

• The link is in the center of the page, in the Scholarships window. 
 

Step 3: Complete the Application 
From the home page select Start Application 

• Review pre-filled fields to make sure they are correct. 
• Answer all blank questions. 
• Complete your personal statement.  
• Complete Acknowledgments 

 
If there are errors in the pre-loaded fields, please contact the Registrar's office at 719-502-2052 to update 
your Banner record. 
 
Step 4: Review Application and Submit 
Click Submit Application 
 
Step 5: Complete Consent Form 
Click the Consent Form link to sign your release to review your FAFSA to establish financial need.  
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Satisfactory Academic Progress 
 
There are requirements to maintain eligibility for financial aid. If not met, financial aid can be suspended. 
Students must maintain qualitative and quantitative academic progress in their selected course of study to 
receive federal aid. 
 
Students must maintain. 

• A cumulative GPA of at least 2.0 and complete 67% of all courses attempted.  
• In addition, students must complete their academic program within 150 percent of the published 

length, expressed in credits, needed to graduate, including units transferred from another institution. 
 
Students will also immediately become ineligible for financial aid if they receive all F’s, W’s, I’s, or a 
combination of these grades for one semester. 
 
Academic Year 
For the purposes of this policy, the academic year shall consist of the fall, spring, and summer. 
 
Qualitative Requirements- GPA and Completion Rate 
The qualitative aspect of academic progress is the student’s overall grade point average and completion ratio. 
Students must maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.0 and complete a minimum of 67% of the credits they attempt. 
All coursework attempted at Pikes Peak State College, transfer credit and remedial credit hours are included in 
the calculation of qualitative requirements. 
 

Examples: Credits Completed / Credits Attempted) x 100 = Completion Rate  
(25 credits completed / 30 credits attempted = 0.8333) x 100 = Completion ratio of 83.3% (Satisfactory) (15 

credits completed / 24 credits attempted = 0.625) x 100 = Completion ratio of 62.5% (Not Satisfactory) 
 
Quantitative Requirements- Progress towards Graduation 
Quantitative requirements are defined as a reasonable length of time for students to complete their degree. 
Since students enrolled at Pikes Peak State College pursue different degree programs, the number of credits 
and the length of time to complete each degree program will vary, but students are limited to no more than 
150 percent of the published credits for their declared degree. Please understand that ALL credits attempted 
will be used in this calculation; even those attempted for another degree or certificate.  

Example: Required credits for degree x 1.5 = 150% (maximum number of credits you can attempt until aid is 
suspended). An Associate of Arts Degree requires 60 credit hours. 60 x 1.5 = 90 
In this situation you would be ineligible for aid after attempting 90 credit hours. 
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Financial Aid Status 
Your status is shown under “Financial Aid Award” on the student portal. 

 
 
Good Standing 
You are meeting both Qualitative and Quantitative requirements successfully. 
 
Alert 
You have attempted more than 110% of the credits required for your degree program. Be careful as you are 
only funded for up to 150% through financial aid (Quantitative). 
 
Warning 
You have fallen below a 2.0 GPA and/or below 67% completion ratio. This will happen if you fail or withdraw 
from classes or do not maintain a “C” average. 
 
Ineligible (aka suspension) 
You have not met either the Qualitative and/or Quantitative conditions and are no longer eligible to receive 
federal or state funds. Remember that student loans ARE considered financial aid. You will become ineligible if 
you completely Fail and/or Withdraw from all your classes during a single semester or your cumulative GPA 
has been between .10 and 1.99 and/or your completion rate has been between 1% and 66% for two 
consecutive semesters. You will receive an email from the Financial Aid Office giving you instructions on how 
to appeal if you have mitigating circumstances. 
 
Probation 
If your financial aid appeal has been approved, you will be placed on probation. You may have conditions that 
are required by the Financial Aid Office that you must adhere to remain on financial aid. 
 
Academic Plan/Degree Plan 
If your appeal is approved, you may be placed on an Academic Plan and/or a Degree Plan. It is important that 
you keep a copy of your Academic Plan and/or Degree Plan and that you follow the conditions outlined. 
Failure to meet the conditions outlined in the Academic Plan and/or the Degree Plan will result in you being 
placed back on financial aid suspension. 

• An Academic Plan is used for students whose appeals are approved but may need more than 
one semester to get their GPA/Completion rate to the qualitative requirements.  

• A Degree Plan is used for students whose appeal was approved for quantitative measures and 
are only approved for a specific number of credits needed to complete their degree.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Students who do not meet the requirements as stated above will be ineligible to receive federal and 
state student aid 
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Financial Aid Appeals  
 

Students who are ineligible (i.e., on suspension) for aid may submit a Financial Aid Appeal. 
It is imperative that all the directions listed on the appeal form are followed, as an incomplete appeal will 
automatically be denied.  

• Once an appeal is submitted, a financial aid appeals committee will take into consideration each 
student’s situation and either approve or deny the appeal.  

• If the appeal is denied, the student remains ineligible for financial aid. Students can re-appeal after 
attending a minimum of 6 credit hours without the use of Federal Financial Aid and meeting 
Satisfactory Academic Progress requirements for those 6 credit hours.  

• If approved, the student will be awarded financial aid based on their eligibility from the FAFSA. 
 

The committee’s decision will be communicated to the student via email sent to the student’s college assigned 
email address. If the student does not agree with the committee decision, the student may appeal to the 
Assistant Director of Financial Aid only if the student has additional information for their appeal. The Assistant 
Director’s decision is final. 
 
Important: Students whose appeals are approved for Quantitative Requirements must re-enroll within 2 years 
or must submit a new appeal.  
 
Appeal Deadlines: The appeal deadline for each semester will be 5 working days before the full semester 
census date. 
 
Standards of Financial Aid Appeals Decisions 
The committee’s duties are to approve or deny appeals in a fair and equitable manner. The appeals committee 
will review the appeal and approve/deny based upon the situation and documentation provided. Valid reasons 
for lack of academic progress include: 

• Medical problems (personal or family illness). The ONLY acceptable documentation for medical 
problems is the Medical Documentation form found on the PPSC website. 

• Family emergency (death of a family member) 
• Other documented extenuating circumstances beyond the student’s control 

 
Appeals must include the following information: 

• Why the student failed to make satisfactory academic progress. 
• What has changed that will allow the student to make satisfactory academic progress at the end of the 

next term? 
• Students may also appeal based on: 

o Extension of the maximum allowable credit hours for the currently enrolled program, or for 
o Funding for an additional degree and/or certificate 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pikespeak.edu/costs-scholarships-aid/financial-aid/financialaiddocuments/MEDICAL%20DOCUMENTATION%20for%20SAP%20APPEAL.pdf


24 
 

 
Grade Changes 

 
Students are responsible for notifying the Financial Aid Office of all grade changes that might affect current or 
future financial aid eligibility. A re-evaluation of a student’s status will be performed by the Financial Aid Office 
once the grade change has been communicated to the Financial Aid Office. 

Complete and Incomplete Credits / Repeats / Remedial Courses 

• Grades of A, B, C, D, S, S/A, S/B, S/C, P/A, P/B, and P/C earned during the Fall, Spring and Summer will 
be considered acceptable for courses completed. 

• Grades of F, U, I, W, AW, Z, U/D, U/F, F/D, F/F, SP and AU earned during the Fall, Spring, and Summer 
will not be considered acceptable. Visit the PPSC Online Catalog for information on our Grading 
System. 

Courses repeated by students are counted for all qualitative and quantitative measurements, as is coursework 
removed from the permanent transcript through the Academic Second Chance option. 

Financial aid regulations stipulate that only 30 credits of remedial courses can be counted for enrollment 
when disbursing Title IV funds (Federal PELL Grant, Direct Loans and Federal SEOG.) Students who are 
receiving federal funding cannot be funded for any remedial credits beyond 30 attempted. 

A student can receive Title IV aid for a previously passed course only once if the student is again receiving 
credit for the course. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://catalog.pikespeak.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=554
https://catalog.pikespeak.edu/content.php?catoid=6&navoid=554
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Return of Title IV 
 

When a student receives Title IV funds (federal grants and loans), either directly or by credit to their account, 
and they terminate their enrollment prior to the end of the semester, the federal financial aid they received is 
subject to repayment. Repayment is calculated based upon the number of days a student attended classes 
compared to the total number of days in the term. Calculation of Return to Title IV funds is required for all 
students who withdraw, stop attending, or fail any classes attempted prior to completion of more than 60% of 
the term. 
 
Example: A student received federal aid of $2,007 for full time enrollment of 12 credit hours. Student charges 
for the term totaled $2004.96. The student completed 41 calendar days of the 107 days of the term. 
 
Original federal aid: $2007.00 

• Student withdraws after attending 41 calendar days (41/107).  
• Percentage of federal aid earned: 38.3% 
• Amount of federal aid earned: $768.68. 
• Amount of federal aid unearned 
• (Financial aid to be returned): $1,238.32. 
• Institutional Charges incurred 
• By student (tuition, fees, books etc.): $2,004.96 
• Percentage of Federal aid unearned: 61.7% 
• Institutional Charges unearned: $1,237.06. 
• Federal Aid to be returned to the Department of Education by the institution: $1,237.06. 

 
Students will be required to pay PPSC and/or the Department of Education. 

• Failure to repay a balance to PPSC may result in that balance being referred to a collections agency. 
• Failure to repay a balance owed to the U.S. Department of Education may result in a student’s loss of 

eligibility for federal aid at any institution. 
• Students may not use future financial aid to repay these debts. 

 
NOTE: It is important to note that students who completely withdraw from or fail a semester will 
automatically be ineligible for further financial aid.  
 
IMPORTANT ADVICE: If you are thinking about dropping or withdrawing from your classes after receiving 
financial aid in any semester, please discuss the possible consequences with the Financial Aid Office before 
doing so. 
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Bookstore Purchases on Financial Aid 
 

Students who are receiving a financial aid refund (generating more in financial aid than they owe the school 
for tuition and fees), are eligible to purchase required books and supplies in advance at the PPSC Bookstore. 
Bookstore purchase authorizations are not extra money you are allowed; these purchases are being charged 
towards your awarded financial aid and will be subtracted from your refund. 
 
Students are limited to purchasing books and supplies costing no more than their expected refund and are 
allowed a maximum purchase of up to $700 per day. (Example: A student expected to receive a $400 financial 
aid refund is only authorized to purchase up to $400 in books and supplies at the bookstore. Likewise, a 
student expected to receive a $1,400 financial aid refund is only authorized to purchase up to $700 in books 
and supplies, for up to two days.) 
 
This is not additional funding - Anything that you purchase at the bookstore against your financial aid will be 
deducted from your financial aid refund before it is released to you. 
 
Authorizations for early books/supplies purchases usually become available 2 weeks prior to the beginning of 
a semester. To make books/supplies purchases against your financial aid refund, students: 

• Must have a valid FAFSA. 
• Must have a complete financial aid file. 
• Must read and accept Terms and Conditions found in the MyPikesPeak Portal. 
• Must have enough money in their account to cover all tuition/fees and potential bookstore charges. 
• If you are a Colorado resident, you must have COF applied and be authorized. 
• Must be in good standing with both Quantitative and Qualitative measurements 

Authorizations are for essential books and supplies needed for a student to be successful in his/her classes. 
Laptops and/or tablets may be purchased if there is enough refund to cover the expense after the purchase of 
required books. Students may not purchase more than two (2) electronic items (defined as only one laptop 
and/or one tablet) per academic year. 
 
If the student’s file needs to be verified and has been waiting longer than 7 working days, the Financial Aid 
Office will make every attempt to get that file verified that day for the student. If the student submitted a loan 
request that has been waiting for longer than 15 working days and has completed Entrance Counseling and 
signed a Master Promissory Note, the Financial Aid Office will make every attempt to get that loan awarded 
and an authorization may be given to the student.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://myportal.cccs.edu/web/pikes-peak-community-college
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Financial Aid Refunds and Disbursements  

 

Financial aid awarded in the form of grants, scholarships and loans will first be applied toward the student’s 
account for payment of outstanding tuition and fee charges owed to the College. 

**Remember, you should only enroll in classes that are required for your program of study. Taking classes 
that are not required may result in you owing financial aid back to the college. 

 
Financial aid is paid to the student’s account on the first Monday after the main census (drop/add) date 
unless that Monday falls on a holiday, in which case, the aid will pay on Tuesday.  

• If a student chooses to have their financial aid applied toward any other charges on their account, 
including books, they must complete and agree to the Terms and Conditions found in the MyPikesPeak 
Portal. 

• Disbursement of student aid is when the funds are applied to the student account. This is NOT when 
students receive their refund. Refunds to students may take up to 1 business week AFTER the funds 
are applied to the student’s account. 

 
Late Start Classes:  
If you have classes that start later than regular term classes, your aid will not be disbursed until the Monday 
after the earliest drop date of your classes. 
 
First-time Loan Borrowers:  
Your Direct Loan proceeds will not be applied until 30 days after the first day of classes and will not be paid to 
your student account until the first Monday following that 30-day date. 
 
Financial Aid Refunds to Students 
You will receive a financial aid refund if there is any money left over after all charges have been covered. You 
will receive a mailer from BankMobile explaining how to choose your refund preference OR you can visit 
BankMobileVibe.com. 
 

• Refunds will be generated by the Student Accounts office each Monday. Refunds to students may take 
up to 1 business week AFTER the funds are applied to the student’s account.  

• Students are strongly encouraged to set up a direct deposit account to receive the refund quickly.  
o Students also have the option to choose a Debit Card or have a paper check mailed to them. A 

paper check could take up to 4 weeks to receive through the mail. 
Important: 
If you receive a refund and then choose to drop late start classes or withdraw from classes, this could result in 
you having to repay financial aid that was already awarded and/or place you on financial aid suspension. 
Please review the sections titled, Satisfactory Academic Progress and Return of Title IV funds. 
 
 
 
 

http://bankmobilevibe.com/
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Summer Financial Aid at PPSC 
 

Students simply need to enroll in summer classes and the Financial Aid Office will do the rest. 
 
To be eligible for summer financial aid you must: 

• Complete the 2025- 2026 FAFSA. 
• Be enrolled in at least 6 credit hours (If you are enrolled in less than 6 credit hours, your eligibility for 

aid may be limited) 
• Work-Study students must have both applications completed and be current work-study student to be 

eligible to work for summer.  
• Fall/Spring students must request summer loans by submitting a loan request form.  

 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) 
Apply for a Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) 
School Code - Enter the Pikes Peak State College School code: 008896. 
 
Login to Navigate to schedule an appointment for assistance in completing your application if needed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/sign-in/landing
https://ppcc.navigate.eab.com/app/
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Consortium Agreement 
 Attending two colleges at the same time  

 

PPSC is Home School 
When Pikes Peak State College provides a financial aid package and the student is seeking his/her degree at 
PPSC; PPSC is considered the ‘home’ school. Visit the financial aid office, pick up a Consortium Agreement 
form and make sure to include the following to determine if you will be eligible to make a consortium 
agreement: 
 

• What other college will you be attending, 
• The name and course number of the class(es), 
• The course description, and, 
• The number of credits per class. 

 
Before you submit your Consortium Agreement to the financial aid office, your Academic Advisor at both 
institutions must sign to certify that the classes you plan to take at the Host school will transfer to your current 
degree. Failure to do so will delay the process of your financial aid. You must sign and submit the contract to 
the Financial Aid Office. The Financial Aid Advisor at PPSC is the last to sign the contract. You must plan to pay 
the Host School directly for your courses. 
 
At the end of the term, you must provide an official transcript to PPSC after your grades are posted for the 
semester. If PPSC does not receive the final transcript all aid could be cancelled, and you would owe PPSC a 
balance. 
 
 
PPSC is Host School 
When PPSC does not provide any financial aid and you are seeking your degree at another institution, we are 
considered the ‘host’ school. You may take as many credits as allowed by your home school. No financial aid 
will be paid at PPSC for these classes. You will be required to pay PPSC directly for your courses. The Student 
Accounts office will be notified so you are not dropped for non-payment. When PPSC is the host school, you 
are unable to charge books at PPSC's bookstore on your financial aid. When PPSC is the host school you must 
contact your home school to have them initiate the consortium agreement. 
 

Guest Student  

A guest student (also known as a visiting student, non-degree student, or non-matriculated student) is 
someone who wishes to take one or more courses with PPSC and intent is not to earn a degree with our 
institution, but to complete coursework required for graduation at their home school or as a prerequisite to 
be accepted into an undergraduate or graduate program with another institution.  Guest students are not 
eligible to receive Title IV funding.  
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Students’ Rights  

You have the right to:  

1. Know what financial assistance is available from PPSC, including information on federal, state, and 
other financial aid programs. 
 

2. Know the deadlines for submitting applications for each of the financial aid programs available. 
 

3. Know the cost of attending PPSC, the refund policy and the repayment policy. 
 

4. Know the criteria used by PPSC to select financial aid recipients. 
 

5. Know how the College determines financial need. This process includes how costs for tuition, room and 
board, books and supplies, travel, and miscellaneous expenses are considered in establishing your 
budget. 

 
6. Know what resources (such as parental contribution, scholarships, financial aid, income and assets, and 

other resources) are considered in the calculation of your need. 
 

7. Know what portion of your financial need, as computed by PPSC, has been met. 
 

8. Request an explanation of the various programs included in your financial aid package, and to appeal 
for a review of your award if you feel that it does not adequately meet your needs. 

 
9. Knowing what portion of your financial aid package is a loan that must be repaid. If your award 

package does contain a loan, you have the right to know the interest rate, the total amount that must 
be repaid, repayment procedure, length of time you must repay the loan and when payments are 
scheduled to begin. 

 
10. Know what portion of your financial aid package is from part-time student employment, the conditions 

of employment, and how and when you will be paid. 
 

11. Know how the College determines whether you are making satisfactory progress in your course of 
study and what happens to your financial assistance if you do not make satisfactory academic progress. 
 
 

To review PPSC's website regarding crime statistics visit Clery Act Information | Pikes Peak State College 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pikespeak.edu/administration-operations/campus-police/clery-act-information.php
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Students’ Responsibilities  

You have the responsibility to: 
1. Keep your physical address always updated. 
2. Complete all application materials on time and submit them to the appropriate agency or office. 
3. Activate your college assigned email account and monitor it at least once a week. This is critical to 

receive essential information regarding awards or missing documentation. 
4. Pay special attention to and accurately complete your application for financial aid. Errors can result in 

prolonged delays in your consideration for financial assistance and may result in your inability to 
receive assistance due to the lack of funds. Intentional misreporting of information on applications for 
federal financial aid funds is a violation of the law and is considered a criminal offense subject to 
penalties under the U.S. Criminal Code. 

5. Promptly return all additional information, documentation, verification, and/or corrections requested 
by the Financial Aid Office. 

6. Read and understand all documents you are asked to sign and keep copies of your personal records. 
The Financial Aid Office at PPSC should not be used as a holder for a student’s permanent records. 

7. Read and accept full responsibility for all the agreements you sign. 
8. Notify your student loan lender(s) of changes in your name, address, and/or student status if you have 

a loan or loans. 
9. Perform the work you have agreed to in accepting a college Work-Study award. 
10. Know and comply with the refund/repayment policies and procedures of PPSC. 
11. Understand the conditions under which each element of your financial aid package is offered and 

comply with the criteria for retention of your financial aid awards. 
12. Notify the Financial Aid Office if you receive assistance of any kind, from any source, which was not 

reported on your application for financial aid. Any such additional sources of assistance may cause your 
aid package to be reduced or canceled. This includes but is not limited to: 

a. Private scholarships/Foundation scholarships/grants 
b. Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) Awards 
c. Work Force Center Assistance 
d. Vocational Rehabilitation (Voc. Rehab) 

13. Students are advised to keep records of tuition and fee charges, books, supplies, etc., for all semesters 
that you attended during a calendar year. These documents may be necessary for filing your Federal 
and State Tax Returns each year. Contact the IRS or your CPA for specific details. 

14. Enroll for classes that apply towards your degree. Classes taken by audit or portfolio do not qualify as 
financial aid hours attempted and will be considered as non-completion of a course. 

15. Students must be enrolled or accepted for enrollment as a regular student in an eligible degree or 
certificate program to be eligible to receive federal financial aid. A regular student is one who is 
enrolled or accepted for enrollment at an institution for the purpose of obtaining a degree, certificate, 
or other recognized education credential offered by that institution.  
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Non-Discrimination Statement  

 
NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: 

Individuals affiliated with Pikes Peak State College shall not be subjected to unlawful discrimination and/or 
harassment on the basis of sex/gender, race, color, age, creed, national or ethnic origin, ancestry, physical or 
mental disability, veteran or military status, pregnancy status, religion, genetic information, gender identity, 
sexual orientation, or any other protected category under applicable local, state, or federal law (also known as 
“civil rights laws”), including protections against retaliation and for those opposing discrimination or 
participating in any grievance process on campus or within the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission or 
other human rights agencies, in its employment practices or educational programs and activities.  

The College has designated Mrs. Kim Hennessy, Vice President of Human Resource Services as its Affirmative 
Action Officer/Equal Opportunity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator with the responsibility to coordinate its civil 
rights compliances activities and grievance procedures. 

Inquiries may be referred to: 
• Kim Hennessy- Vice President of Human Resource Services   

o Pikes Peak State College, 5675 S. Academy Blvd., Colorado Springs, CO 80906, (719) 502-2006 
• The Director of Affirmative Action 

o Colorado Community College and Occupational Education System, 9101 E. Lowry Blvd., Denver, 
CO 80230, (303) 620-4000.  

• The Office for Civil Rights, Region VIII 
o U.S. Department of Education, 1244 North Speer Boulevard Suite 310, Denver, CO 80294, (303) 

844-3417.  
o Other resources are the Colorado Civil Rights Commission and the U.S. Equal Employment 

Opportunity Commission.  
 

Questions: 
If you have further questions regarding financial aid, please contact us. 

 
 
 
 
 

Pikes Peak State College 
Financial Aid Office 

5675 South Academy Blvd.  
Colorado Springs, CO 80906 

719.502.3000: Phone  
719.502.2074: Fax  

financialaid@pikespeak.edu: Email  

mailto:financialaid@pikespeak.edu
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